German versus Hun

I do not know what will become of our fatherland : it is all
worm-eaten, rotten and cowardly within, and will endure no
criticism, and has not the sense to respect and value free
speech.                                              JOSEPH GOERRES, 1817

#

Here everyone has to live like a departed spirit.

HEINRICH HEINE (Gottingen), 1820

This country (Austria) seems to be no place for me, and yet
I would do and suffer anything rather than leave it. The rest of
Germany, in its present state of impotent and hectic excite-
ment, disgusts me unspeakably, and Austria (or rather its
inhabitants) is infinitely precious to me.

FRANZ   GRILLPARZER,   1 8 22

Daily I curse Arminius and the battle in the Teutoburg forest.
If this had not occurred we should now all be Romans, and
we should speak Latin.                      HEINRICH HEINE, 1824

Good God ! I have just made the discovery that all the people
in Germany are geniuses, and I, just I, am the only one who
is not a genius.                                  HEINRICH HEINE, 1825

Even we others, in central Germany, have had to pur-
chase our little bit of wisdom dearly enough. For, after all,
we are all of us leading a wretched and isolated existence.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1827

How wretchedly the fatherland provides for us !

WILHELM WAIBLINGER,   1825